Chilthorne Domer Garden Plots at Little Sammons
Community Discussion and Survey

Somerset Council will be formally transferring ownership to the Parish Council for the management of a parcel of land at Little Sammons. This is the area which has been used as allotments. It does not include the play park and community orchard. 
Somerset Council have advised this land has not been formally designated as allotments and had intended to sell the land on the open market. To protect this village amenity, the Parish Council has agreed to take on responsibility for management and control of this area of village open space. 
Except for the School Beanz project, demand for allotments is currently extremely low.  The Parish Council has determined that we should keep this opportunity available to village residents. In future, we will refer to this area as ‘garden plots’, to reflect they are not protected by statutory allotment legislation. 
As part of our preparations to formally accept the transfer, the Parish Council is considering the responsibilities and issues this will generate for the council and village residents. We need to think about the immediate and long-term future, including any costs, as this will have to be funded by the parish precept.  Fortunately, most of this area is currently well maintained by the School Beanz project.  This means not only does the site look amazing, it also promotes the health and well-being of a wide group of people.
[bookmark: _Hlk202188074]To inform our plans for control and management arrangements we want to find out views from village residents, especially from those nearest and most affected by activities in this area.  It will help us greatly if you would complete this survey and / or come along to a 
Community Discussion at the Recreation Centre Pavillion
on Thursday 27 November at 8pm
We welcome views from everyone in the village, so please feel free to share this information with your neighbours.  If you would like to share your views in confidence, any of the parish councillors will be happy to speak with you on a one-to-one basis. See some contact details below.
To download a copy of the survey form please visit https://www.chilthornedomer.org/parish-council-documents.    Copies are also available to collect at the Village Hall Committee Room and the Recreation Centre Pavillion bar.
Parish Councillors:
Karen Taylor: 07763 587375		Tim Brandt: 07960 992079	Mark Batstone: 07521 173532
Rachael Parsons: 07553 501929 	Andrea Blaney:  07881 207212				
Return completed forms by email to: chilthorne.domer.parish.council@outlook.com
Hard copies can be posted into the letter box at Fishersmead Orchard Main Street (near the church, opposite side)


Chilthorne Domer Garden Plots Survey
Q1.	How important do you feel it is to keep the land between Little Sammons and the Tintinhull road open and available for community use?Comments:



	Very Important
	Important
	Not Important
	Mixed views*
	No opinion

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	*Please add comments to explain

	



Q2.	In the long term do you feel the availability of plots in the village for gardening (Garden Plots) adds to:
· the village character and amenities
	[bookmark: _Hlk202183405]Positive impact
	 Negative impact
	Neutral
	Don’t know

	
	
	
	



· your enjoyment of your home directly (for example option to lease a plot, views, use of your access routes)
	Positive
	Slightly positive
	Neutral
	Slight nuisance
	Big nuisance

	
	
	
	
	



· [bookmark: _Hlk202187320]your enjoyment of your home indirectly (for example noise, parking etc.)Comments:



	Positive
	Slightly positive
	Neutral
	Slight nuisance
	Big nuisance

	
	
	
	
	



	Tick 

	Yes
	

	No
	


Q2a.  Does your home border or overlook the Garden Plots?	


Q3.	Which organisation do you think would be best suited to be in control the parcel of land / garden plots?
	The Parish Council
	A single person awarded a lease for the whole parcel of land (on condition plots are made available to residents)
	An Allotment 
Association

	
	
	



Q4.	Which organisation do you think would be best suited to manage the day-to-day use of the garden plots?
	The Parish Council
	A single person awarded a lease for the whole parcel of land
	Maintain 10 individual plots 
	An Allotments Association

	
	
	
	



	[bookmark: _Hlk202187604]Tick 

	Yes
	

	No
	


Q5.	If an Allotments Association was started would you be willing to become a member of the association?   						
Q3,4&5 Comments:




Q6.	Do you have any other views on how the Parish Council should control and manage the parcel of land / garden plots for the benefit of the local village community? (see also optional Q7 on next page)Comments:



Q7.	Do you have any views on what should be facilitated or prevented on the garden plots, which should be organised by the parish council or included into any lease? 
For example:
· Limiting structures that may be erected on each plot
· Lighting of bonfires
· Use of herbicides and pesticides
· Planting of trees and shrubs
· Wilding and weeds
· Named plants
· Number of visitors at any one time
· Discretionary powers of an allotment association
· Management of vacant or fallow plots
· Water supplies
· Deliveries
· Compost supply
· Waste removaComments:




Privacy statement:  No private or sensitive information is being collected and sheets are not attributable.
